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any one who could hold a pen might describe, manifests a keener ob- 
servation, a more just estimate of men and circumstances, and a finer 
tone of thought and sentiment, than are commonly found in the ephem- 
eral records either of war or of travel. It is a book which one will 
wish not only to read, but to keep ; and is among those to which the 
historian of the war will resort to determine on the Federal side the 
animus of the movement and its actors. We quote from it the two fol- 
lowing paragraphs, as dimly, yet surely, prophetic of a better state of 
feeling between the North and the South than existed before the war. 

" I have learned from this war to give to the South credit for one quality I 
did not suppose it possessed, — that of endurance. Five years of my boyhood 
I passed in a Southern school, and have mingled with Southerners at college 
and elsewhere, and had come to think of them as men of show rather than 
substance, — of momentary bravado rather than true courage, — of flash and 
pinchbeck assumption rather than real chivalry. But I have found out that 
they are patient and can endure, and, despite the many exceptionable in- 
stances of gross brutality and neglect of the courtesies of honorable warfare, 
it seems to me that they have, in general, borne themselves in this war chiv- 
alrously as well as bravely. I do not pretend that the Southerner illustrates 
the highest type of the gentleman. He is rather the gentleman of the Middle 
Ages, — ignorant, overbearing, insolent, but with a good deal of the leaven 
of a true chivalry ; not a Bayard certainly, hut more after the style of a 
Black Douglas or a Harry Hotspur. 

" And I am inclined to think that we of the North are to be better under- 
stood hereafter by the South. They had learned to appraise the Northern 
valor and principle by the standard of our political subserviency. They 
went into this rebellion with no idea that the North would dare to resist in 
arms, — the poor, cowardly, truckling North, which they had frightened into 
compromises, and then frightened into breaking them, and which had so long 
trembled in the national Congress beneath the Southern rod. This mistake 
is gradually being corrected also. The hands accustomed so long to peaceful 
labor only, are learning the trick of war ; the muscles trained only at the 
plough or in the workshop are becoming skilled in the use of the musket 
and the sword ; and it is evident that the North has not only the courage, but 
also the skill, needed to put down this rebellion. The men who have stood 
against each other in the battles of this war can never fling upon each other 
the charge of cowardice, — must acknowledge and respect in each other their 
common manhood ; so much, at least, is gained." 



30. — The American Publishers' Circular and Literary Gazette. Pub- 
lished on the 1st and 15th of each Month. Vol. I. Nos. 1 - 10. 
May 1 - September 15, 1863. 8vo. pp. 1 - 384. 

We cannot in justice let the first volume of this work draw to a 
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close without our emphatic testimony to its literary and bibliographical 
merit. On its first announcement, we supposed that it was designed 
chiefly as a medium for advertisements. It is, indeed, rich in adver- 
tisements ; but they are given in each number, not to the exclusion of, 
but in addition to, a tolerable magazine-full of materials of sterling 
worth, — letters from abroad, literary intelligence, notes and queries 
with their answers, and book-notices prepared with unusual care and 
judgment. This is, so far as we know, the only periodical in the coun- 
try devoted to books as such, and it therefore comes in to fill a real 
void, and to meet an actual need. It is edited with very great skill 
and in excellent taste, and we would bespeak, as we anticipate, for it 
an extensive and rapidly increasing circulation. 



31. — The History of the Civil War in America; comprising a full 
and impartial Account of the Origin and Progress of the Rebellion, 
of the various Naval and Military Engagements, of the Heroic Deeds 
performed by Armies and Individuals, and of Touching Scenes in 
the Field, the Camp, the Hospital, and the Cabin. By John S. C. 
Abbott, Author of " Life of Napoleon," " History of the French 
Revolution," " Monarchies of Continental Europe," etc. Illustrated 
with Maps, Diagrams, and numerous Steel Engravings of Battle 
Scenes, from Original Designs by Daelet, and other eminent 
Artists, and Portraits of Distinguished Men. Vol. I. New York : 
Henry Bill. 1863. 8vo. pp. 507. 

Mr. Abbott seems to us the best historiographer that could have 
been selected for a popular history of our great civil war. His in- 
dustry in collecting materials is fully equalled by his skill in fusing 
them into a connected narrative. His style is easy, free, and animated. 
He is as " impartial " as one can be who loves his country, and ab- 
hors treason and slavery ; and we should be sorry to see a history by 
any Northern man not thus qualified. This volume, which reaches 
to the autumn of 1861, gives the best promise for those that shall suc- 
ceed it. It is sufficiently full in detail, abounds in typical incident and 
characteristic anecdote, and is singularly perspicuous in those parts 
of the narrative in which rapid movements and the close pressure of 
events concurrent in time, but remote from one another in space, 
might easily create confusion. One important feature of the work de- 
serves all praise, namely, the maps and diagrams. These are sup- 
plied wherever they are needed, and they are drawn with remarkable 
distinctness, — the names of places being printed in capitals in the 



